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needs them, just as easily as It can arrange them ; and the
precise constitution of Matter, in consequence, which was of so
much importance to previous thinkers becomes now, as it is in
all religions, a matter of little or no concern. It was natural,
therefore, that Socrates when in prison, and when thinking
over the probable reasons that Anaxagoras would have given
for his remaining there when he could so easily have escaped
beyond the territory of Athens to his friends at Megara; it
was natural that he complained that Anaxagoras would most
probably have attributed his remaining to the particular
arrangement of the bones and nerves of his body, which kept
him to his seat, instead of to its true cause, viz., the feeling
that it was not only the right but the best and wisest thing to
do, to remain there and submit himself unreservedly to the
recognized tribunal of his country. Besides, for Socrates to
have given a definite physical constitution to Matter in the
face of a Supreme Creative Power, would have been to have
weakened and hampered the exercise of that Power as much as
the giving a free constitution to a conquered people hampers
the free activity of a Kuler who has hitherto been not only
nominally but absolutely supreme. And further, as Socrates
had not only advanced from the Arranging Intelligence
of Anaxagoras to a Creative One, but had taken the
additional step of making that Intelligence a power that
worked for moral ends, it is evident that any con-
stitution he could have given to Matter, must have been of
that neutral, vague, and indeterminate character winch would
allow of its being transformed into anything, and so, practically,
be as good as no constitution at all; getting all its distinctive
properties and qualities not from the Matter, but from the
Creative Power alone. Perceiving all this, and remembering
how all those previous theories of the World in which atoms
and elements played so conspicuous a part, had swallowed one
another up, and all alike become discredited, Socrates felt that
a sufficient account of the World would have been, given if